Code of Ethics of the National Association of Social Workers, to the exclusion of other professional ethical codes, presents some limitations for non-social workers who want to garner a greater understanding of the application of their ethical standards to professionally challenging situations.
The stated purpose of the volume is comprehensive and designed to assist the professional to develop the deliberative skills to address common ethical challenges in the areas of patient self-determination, informed consent, conflicts of interest, maintenance of professional boundaries, confidentiality and privacy, competence, professionalism, and nondiscrimination and cultural competence. Before getting to the meat and potatoes of the book, in which Strom-Gottfried applies her evaluative model for addressing ethical challenges, she devotes a chapter to exploring some of the philosophical underpinnings of ethical behavior. Although reviewing Kohlberg's moral developmental phases and Plato's contribution to our Western values regarding ethics may be interesting and may make for stimulating discussion in the classroom, it has little practical and timely relevance to the clinician in the trenches.
Most of us do not undertake a historical review of the great Western thinkers when trying to decide what the ethical response is to a patient's homicidal or suicidal ideation. Also, clinicians who might not have advanced to Kohlberg's postconventional phase of moral development would be unlikely consumers of any text on ethics, nor would they take the time to rationally develop an approach to ethical behavior. Whether one is a green or gray professional, it is assumed that the audience for this volume is already sufficiently acculturated to accept adherence to professional standards of conduct.
Strom-Gottfried attempts to address the various professional specialties of social workers-researcher, clinician, instructor, and supervisor-and highlight ethical issues unique to their roles. This aspect of the book is too broad and diminishes the utility of the book for any one category of professional. A separate text devoted to each specialty is indicated, and there is precedence for this effort within psychology, for example for research with human subjects (Sales & Folkman, 2000) .
The most useful aspect of the book is the template for ethical decision making that the author offers, based on the questions of "Who, (2003), Nagy (2005) , and Knapp and VandeCreek (2005) .
